A Note from Pastor...

Unifying Our Early Childhood Ministry
with ESM Lutheran School

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

For many years, St. Michael and Emmanuel congregations have both operated
early childhood programs separate from our shared ministry of Emmanuel-St.
Michael Lutheran School (ESM). Recently, leaders of both congregations
initiated a conversation with the interparish school board of ESM asking the
question, “Could the early childhood ministries of Emmanuel and St. Michael be
effectively unified under the administrative arm of ESM Lutheran School?”

Over the last two years, the ESM school board and leadership have prayerfully
reflected on the potential of unifying these ministries. In the summer of 2018,
the school board engaged a specialist in LCMS early childhood education who
is currently leading a multi-site early childhood ministry to provide perspective
and recommendations on this potential opportunity.

After a careful review of the information collected in this process, and with the
involvement and support of Emmanuel and St. Michael congregational leaders,
the interparish school board of ESM is recommending that the school
association effectively and efficiently unify and administrate an early
childhood educational ministry through a multi-campus model in much the
same way as the current kindergarten through eighth grade is operated.

The recommendation proposes a unified yet multi-campus early childhood
ministry with unique programming offered at each campus to suit the needs of
families and to maximize the space available. It is the intention that early
childhood education continue to have a presence on both campuses and, like
the rest of the school, be referred to as the Getz Road Campus and Union
Street Campus. Furthermore, the leaders of the congregations and the school
have the utmost confidence in and respect for the current early childhood
staffs of both St. Michael and Emmanuel. These staff members will be involved
in planning for unification.

Both of our congregations value early childhood education as an outreach
ministry, connecting young families to our Christian community and developing
relationships in which we can share God’s love. Both believe that there is an
opportunity for growth in early childhood ministry and are committed to seeing
that occur. A thriving early childhood ministry provides an important
community connection for the congregations and will strengthen the school
ministry of ESM.

At the congregational voters meeting on November 18, a motion will be made



to approve this recommendation. | am excited about this plan and humbly ask
you to join me in praying for the Lord to bless this recommendation and the
future ministry it will enable. If you have any questions about this
recommendation for our shared ministry, please let me know.

In Christ,

TA<Yo\ CxA40\ L
_———

Pastor Thomas A. Eggold

Like us on Facebook: Emmanuel Lutheran Church-Building Faith in the City
Check us out on Instagram under buildingfaithinthecity
Pastor Eggold can be found on Twitter under Thomas Eggold
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EMMANUEL’S MINISTRIES...

CAREGIVING Catherine Peterson and Phyllis Tittman, Deacons

We seek out those in need and
respond with the healing love of Christ.

Caregiver Support - Are you currently serving as a caregiver? Do the needs
of a spouse, parent or child require a lot of your attention? Would you like
opportunities to talk with other caregivers? Join others who are experiencing
similar demands on time and energy to gain answers, perspective and support.
We will meet in Ebenezer Hall on Monday, November 12, at 1:00 p.m.

Cup of Kindness boxes can be found in the Welcome Center. The money
collected is used by Lutheran Social Services for families who have crisis needs.

Food Pantry -To meet the needs of those who visit our food bank in
November we could use donations of cereal, canned vegetables, fruit, peanut
butter, mac and cheese, pasta, pasta sauce, deodorant, shampoo, dish and
hand soap, toothpaste and paper products, especially toilet paper and paper
towels. Food donations can be placed in the “Food Pantry” box located in the
Welcome Center. Cash donations may be placed in your church envelope and
marked “food pantry” on the “other” line. Members may stop by for food any
day when the office is open, and the food pantry will be available for those
living in the 46802 zip code area on Thursday, November 15, from 3:30-5:30
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p.m. in the lower level of Ebenezer Hall. If you are interested in helping with
this ministry, please contact Carolyn Beitz at 432-9189.

Grief Fellowship will meet for lunch on Wednesday, November 21, at 12:30
p.m. at Biaggi’s Ristorante, 4010 W. Jefferson Boulevard. To make your
reservation, call Joan Davis at 438-3876. This is an opportunity for those who
have experienced loss to gather for lunch and enjoy fellowship with one
another.

The Visual Faith Ministry will meet Tuesday, November 6, from 6-8 p.m. in
Ebenezer Hall. In this month of Thanksgiving, we will be creating a Gratitude
Journal (a journal for counting the gifts God has given us) and a prayers-of-the-
month calendar. As we prepare for the New Year, what a better way to
document His faithfulness to us! Supplies will be reserved for those who RSVP
to Teresa Davis at 260-385-3038 or 1313teresadavis@gmail.com.

Emmanuel Card Ministry Action Team - Do you enjoy encouraging people
through notes and cards? If so, consider working with the Card Ministry Action
Team to provide support and care for our shut-ins, military and those in our
congregation with special needs. Prayerfully consider becoming involved in
sharing God’s love with someone who will appreciate being remembered.
Contact Shirley Kern at 422-6881 or Linda Fremder at 493-8522 for more info.

Prayer Chain Ministry - We can confidently approach our God in prayer as
He has commanded us to pray and has promised to hear us. Emmanuel's
Prayer Chain is under the leadership of Marsha Sappenfield and Jan Hoffman.
To submit a prayer, call Marsha Sappenfield at 260.616.0679 or Jan Hoffman at
260.245.6604

Prayer Shawl - This ministry creates knitted or crocheted shawls that are
shared with individuals with various needs. The shawls provide comfort and
assurance of God’s love for them in the situation they face daily. We welcome
you to join us the second Tuesday of each month from 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. in
Ebenezer Hall to encourage one another as we work and pray over our
handiwork. Prayer Shawls are available in Ebenezer Hall for members to share
with family or friends who are in need of prayer. If you take a shawl to
someone in need, you are encouraged to pray with them as well.

Think Christmas!! The Emmanuel Piece Makers will host a craft booth at the
Emmaus Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, November 10, from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Anyone who cares to donate handmade craft items to the Piece Makers for this
event may contact Dorothy Williams at 260-459-0497. All proceeds from this
sale will be used for improvements to the church property. We also encourage
everyone to attend the bazaar! Details are posted on the Around the Town
bulletin board.



Christmas Families - Please read the green insert enclosed in this newsletter
outlining the ways in which you can be involved in helping Emmanuel, Lutheran
Social Services and Byron Health Center families this year. If you have
questions, please contact Lana Hille in the church office at 423-1369.

Parish Nurse Notes—Lana Hille

Blood Pressure Screening—Nurses are available to take blood pressures this
month at church on Sunday, November 25, 9:15-10:15 a.m.

Eyeglass and Hearing Aid Donations - The Lion’s Club has long been
recognized for their efforts in assisting the sight impaired by collecting used
eyeglasses. Not as well-known is their collection of hearing aids and batteries.
Our member, Dick Alfeld has placed a collection box in the Welcome Center to
gather those eyeglasses, hearing aids and batteries that you no longer use.
Thank you for your support.

Flu Season - Like clockwork, the flu virus shows up each October, making
millions of people miserable until it loses steam sometime in May. Symptoms of
flu which include fever, cough, sore throat, a runny or stuffy nose, muscle
aches, headaches and fatigue, aren’t just annoying, they can be downright
serious. So what can you do to beat the flu? The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), recommends that a vaccination with an injectable flu
vaccine be given to everyone 6 months and older within the next couple weeks.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION Dave Smith, Deacon

We provide all ages with an environment for comprehensive
Christian education and continuing spiritual growth.

FALL BIBLE CLASSES AT EMMANUEL

Brochures with schedule and room locations for Sunday school plus adult and
youth classes are available in Ebenezer Hall.

SUNDAY CLASSES
November 25 is Mission Sunday - No Adult Bible Classes that Day

LUTHERAN CHRISTIANITY

September 9-November 18

Instructors: Pastor Thomas A. Eggold, Pastor Daniel Sheafer, Lana Hille
Location: Brandt Hall

For all new members and anyone who would like a refresher, this course
examines what Lutherans believe, why we believe it, and why it’s important.
There will be chances to ask questions about God and faith, plus an inside look
at our Emmanuel family and the building where we worship.
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A COUPLE'S BIBLE STUDY

September 9-November 18

Instructors: Andy and Jennifer Freimuth, Tom and Kathy Eggold
Location: Room 101, Middle Level, School

Stand-alone Bible studies to help couples deepen their faith and grow closer to
each other. Maximum of 8 couples who commit to attend most sessions.
(Contact Kathy Eggold to sign up: 260-615-1189 or kathyeggold@gmail.com)

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY

September 9-November 18

Instructors: Greg Wasson and Richie Cummins

Location: School Conference Room (Next to Activities Center)
Book study and discussion: “Act Like Men” by James MacDonald.

FAITH IN A DIGITAL AGE

October 21-November 18
Instructor: Bethann Wright
Location: Ebenezer Hall, Lower Level

“Be still, and know that | am God.” Psalm 46:10 reminds us that God is our
Center. How “still” do you feel in your digital life? Technology, the Internet, and
our devices are shaping our Christian faith. This course will dive into some
spiritual implications of living in a digital age.

NOVEMBER 25-SPECIAL MISSION PRESENTATION
Location: Ebenezer Hall, Lower Level
Instructor: Pastor Herb Schumm

Rev Schumm introduces The Lutheran Heritage Foundation, which translates
and publishes Christian books so people can meet Jesus in a language they
understand.

WEEKDAY CLASSES
Mondays

Location:




